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The French, weak1 as they were, entertained also similar schemes. It was part of their plan to secure the westenrfur trade, and an uninterrupted passage through Lake Erie to the Mississippi, by effectually subduing those inveterate enemies, the Iroquois. They intended also to drive the English from Hudson Bay, of which the possession had for some time been disputed between the French fur traders and the English Hudson Bay Company chartered twenty years before by Charles II. The French also hoped, by occupying Newfoundland, to cut off the English from that cod fishery enjoyed in common by the nations of Europe since the discovery of America, and which now constituted a main source of the wealth and prosperity of New England, furnishing, indeed, her chief exportable product.
So soon as the declaration of war between France and England became known in America, the Baron Castin easily excited the eastern Indians to renew their depredations. In these hostilities the tribes of New Hampshire were induced also to join. The fort at Pemaquid, the extreme eastern frontier, was soon after obliged to surrender. All the settlements farther east were ravaged and broken up.
Frontenac''s Men Invade the Colonies (1690 A.D.)
Canada had received relief from, the distress to which it had been reduced by the late inroads of the Iroquois by the arrival (October 15th) of Count Frontenac from France, recommissioned as governor, and bringing with him, along with such of the Indian prisoners as had survived the galleys, troops, supplies, and a scheme for the conquest and occupation of New York. As a part of this scheme, the chevalier de la Goffiniere proceeded to cruise off the coast of New England, making many prizes, and designing to attack New York by sea while Frontenac assailed it on the land side. Frontenac, though sixty-eight years of age, had all the buoyancy and vigour of youth. Not able to prosecute his scheme of conquest, he presently detached three war parties, to visit on the English frontier those same miseries which Canada had so recently experienced at the hands of the Five Nations.
A number of converted Mohawks composed, with a number of Frenchmen, the first of Frpntenac's war parties, amounting all told to two hundred and ten persons. Guided by the water-courses, whose frozen surface furnished them a path, they traversed a wooded wilderness covered with deep snows. After a twenty-two days' march, intent on their bloody purpose, they approached Schenectady, a Dutch village on the Mohawk, then the outpost of the settlements about Albany.. The cluster of some forty houses was protected by a palisade, but the gates were open and unguarded, and at midnight the inhabitants slept profoundly. February 8th, 1690, the assailants entered in silence, divided themselves into several parties, and, giving the signal by the terrible war-whoop, commenced the attack. Sixty were slain on the spot ; twenty-seven were taken prisoners; the rest fled, half naked, along the road to Albany through a driving snow-storm, a deep snow, and cold so bitter that many lost their limbs by frost. The assailants set off for Canada with their prisoners and their plunder, and effected their escape, though not without serious loss inflicted by some Mohawk warriors, who hastened to pursue them.
1 Bradstreet * computes the population of New France in 1680 at 5,000 men. Haliburton e estimates it, in 1690, at 5,815 souls. But Bancroft/ estimates it, in 1688, at 11,249 persons. A letter of Vaudreuil estimated the soldiers of New France, in 1714, at 4,480. See also Charlevoix.ff. Richelieu had raised a French navy, and it brilliantly defeated the English navy, whose overbearing pride of power had stung France to war, as in 1812 it drove the United States to desperation. It was the time whenms than those offered in 1706. In 1715
